
 

 

 

 

Aylesbury Community Board minutes 

Minutes of the meeting of the Aylesbury Community Board held on Thursday 17 February 
2022 via MS Teams, commencing at 6.00 pm and concluding at 7.53 pm. 

BC Councillors present 

M Winn (Chairman), M Baldwin, S Chapple, A Christensen, T Hunter-Watts, S Lambert, 
S Morgan, A Poland-Goodyer and D Summers 

Others in attendance 

A Sherwell (Aylesbury Town Council), A Poland-Goodyer (Coldharbour Parish Council), P Dey 
(Buckingham Park Parish Council), Insp. James Davies (Thames Valley Police) 
A Morgan, B Russell, C Martin, D Furze, G Hobbs, J Seaton, K Hills, K Gray, L Lloyd, M Bergh, 
R Walker, S Rudiger, C Geen, M Heime, A Simone, C Older, M Dejoux, J Pearce, A Jenner, L 
Ashton 

Agenda Item 

1 Chairman's welcome & introduction 
 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 
2 Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies were received from Buckinghamshire Councillors T Dixon, S James and D 

Thompson. Apologies were also received from B Lasoye (Aylesbury Town Council), H 
Philips (River Thame Conservation Trust), T Burch (Public Health), H Asquith (Youth 
Concern), and K Ironside (Transitions UK). 
 

3 Declarations of interest 
 None. 

 
4 Actions from the last meeting 
 At the last meeting action plans were requested from Public Health, these were now 

available on the Council’s website.   
 
It was asked whether the Board could fund the purchase of BP measuring machines 
for residents. This had been looked at by the Health and Wellbeing Action Group and 
there should be an update given to the next Action Group meeting in March 
following ongoing discussions with the Public Health team.   
 
 
 

https://www.healthandwellbeingbucks.org/Resources/Councils/bucks-public-health/local-profile/Recommend/Aylesbury_RecommendCommunityBoard.pdf


 

 

Resolved: 
 
to agree the action notes from the last meeting. 
 

5 Community Safety Update 
 Chris Geen, Community Safety Team Leader and Serious Organised/Violent Crime 

Lead was in attendance to present the update. Chris’s presentation is appended to 
the minutes. In addition to going through the slides, the following points were 
highlighted: 
 

 The importance of local Member engagement. 

 The team targeted areas where the team could have the most impact, 
particularly in the town centre, Whitehill and Southcourt areas. Chris 
encouraged people to report issues to the team. 

 The CCTV review was yet to be finalised and Chris was happy to discuss 
further with Community Board Members outside of the meeting. 

 Safety of women and girls within the town centre during the night time 
economy was discussed. This would sit under the new Statutory Serious 
Violence Duty. The Police would also be running an awareness week during 
March. A sub group would be set up shortly to co-ordinate activities in this 
area and the Community Board would welcome being part of discussions. 
There were already some schemes within the town centre to provide safe 
spaces.  

 A response would be provided on whether the Aylesbury Street Wardens 
would be centrally funded moving forward as they had initially been funded 
through the Board. (Action: Chris Geen) 

 
6 Thames Valley Police Update 
 Inspector James Davies was in attendance to provide an update on the work of 

Thames Valley Police in the Community Board area. The following points were 
highlighted: 
 

 Community Board boundaries differed slightly to the boundaries used by the 

police for Aylesbury Vale. Residential burglaries had increased 3% on last 

year and an increase in violence with injury offences of 21% had been seen. 

This had been a national trend. Overall there was a 20% increase on crime 

across Aylesbury Vale. 

 Environmental audits were being undertaken, these included the areas of 

Whitehill, Alfred Rose Park, and Edinburgh Playing Fields.  

 An operation was underway, funded by the Home Office which aimed to 

increase engagement with residents to focus on reducing violent crime. This 

included increased stop searches, building links with young people and 

making visits to people who were known to be involved in knife carrying.  

 Members and residents were encouraged to report suspicious activities seen 

on Facebook to the Police as the force was unable to continually monitor 

social media channels.  



 

 

 Street drinkers within the town centre were discussed, the Aylesbury Street 

Wardens may be able to support in this area and the Board recognised that 

work with licensed premises within the town centre was required.  

 In relation to the potential re-development of Kingsbury Square and Market 

Square, a Member commented that the police response to the consultation 

had appeared quite negative given that the redevelopment aimed to be built 

on garden town principles. Insp. Davies advised that the response would 

have been from a police perspective identifying risk areas, however 

recognised that improvements should encourage the anti-social elements 

away as more people used the areas.   

 
7 Youth Views Survey Results Overview 
 Jack Pearce, Community Board Co-ordinator and Simon Rudiger, Aylesbury Youth 

Action reported the main findings from the Youth Views survey, produced by 
Aylesbury Youth Action, The Cloudy Foundation, and the Aylesbury Community 
Board. Presentation slides are appended to the minutes which detail the survey 
results, demographics of respondents and highlighted the themes identified. In 
addition to the information appended, the following points were highlighted: 
 

 An action was to undertake the survey annually, to get more young people 

involved and benchmark responses.  A smaller working group would be 

convened to go through results in further detail.  

 Giselle Hobbs, Mandeville School offered support from her school to help 

more students become involved in the process and contact details were 

passed to Jack and Simon. 

 Monica Bergh, Family Support Service advised that Youth Concern had been 

commissioned to do a piece of work around youth needs in the town, and 

were assessing the viability of a youth hub. Monica was happy to link in with 

Simon and Jack and bring the next steps back to the Community Board.  

 A comment was made about the size of the survey, with the suggestion that 

the next one be reduced from 64 questions. 

 
8 Priorities & Action Group Updates 
 Enhancing the Lives of our Youth – Jack Pearce 

 

 The Action Group would be looking further at the results of the Youth Survey 
and taking youth views forward.  

 A Health and Wellbeing Fayre had been held at the Grange School and was 
well received by young people and partners. A toolkit was being worked on 
to roll out across schools in Aylesbury.  

 
Improving the Environment – Cllr Sarah James 
 

 The Action Group explored ways to prevent littering across Aylesbury and the 

Ayesbury Wombles had been very active in this area and had recently 



 

 

received Board funding to purchase an electric vehicle.  

 There would be a focus on tree planting as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy 

initiative and a funding application to plant a living wall was in progress. 

Difficulties in identifying sites for planting were discussed, information on 

tree planting was available on the Council’s website and would be circulated 

to Board Members (Action: Jack Pearce) 

 
Road Safety, Highways and Infrastructure – Cllr Mark Winn 
 

 Installation of outdoor gyms in Fairford Leys and Buckingham Park were 

being explored as well as a BMX pump track which had been an area of need 

raised in the Youth Views Survey.  

 Members, schools and road safety colleagues were looking at potential 

projects to address speeding traffic.  

 Around 34 priority Highway Code and Parking projects had been put forward 

for agreement, these included double yellow lines, keep clear signage and 

improved accessibility such as dropped kerbs. 

 
Health, Wellbeing and Community Safety – Cllr Susan Morgan 
 

 Transitions UK had recently spoken to the group about their transgender 

treatment clinic at the Mandeville practice. The group was focussing on what 

could be set up with partners to address cardiovascular disease, obesity and 

diabetes.   

 
Economic Recovery - Cllr Susan Morgan 
 

 There were still places available on the ‘Be your own boss project’, run by 

Bucks Business First (BBF). This action group would be reviewed as it had not 

been working as well as had been hoped. Feedback on the next steps would 

be provided at the next CB meeting.  

 
Members of the Board discussed funding cuts to Community Boards and the need to 

re-visit priorities as funding for the next municipal year became known. The Board 

also heard that a ‘levelling up’ working group had been set up by the Leader of the 

Council to look at ways to support areas of deprivation, particularly in Aylesbury and 

High Wycombe. This involved working with health partners and VCS groups. 

 
9 Community Matters 
  One public question had been received from Giselle Hobbs, Mandeville 

School which raised concerns around road safety around the school at the 
start and end of the school day. The Board would form a working group of 

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/environment/trees-and-hedges/tree-planting/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/environment/trees-and-hedges/tree-planting/


 

 

local Councillors, road safety officers and school staff to discuss and take 
ideas forward. The school travel team had also offered to support the school 
by looking at travel plans and other areas of help. A Member raised potential 
provision for a lollipop person and queried whether this would be a 
possibility (Action: Jack Pearce).  

 The Chairman reported that as part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations people could visit the Buckinghamshire Council website to apply 
for street closures in their area. 

 A consultation on improvements to the Emerald Way cycleway was open for 
people to comment on, the consultation would close on 9 March. 

 The Helping Hand household support fund was also highlighted and Board 
Members encouraged to share details with residents in need of support.  

 
10 Funded Projects 
 An update was received on funded projects. The Chairman highlighted a number of 

schemes funded and the following additional points were raised: 
 
In terms of quality assurance, the board was advised that end of project evaluations 

were undertaken and those who received funding were required to provide 

reporting information on how funds were spent and provide feedback on their 

respective projects. As the end of the municipal year approached, organisations 

were being contacted and this information could be shared with the Community 

Board. Community Board Members were also welcome to visit projects and see 

them in action.   

 
11 Chairman's close & date of next meeting 
 The Chairman advised that he hoped the next meeting would be in person and at 

this meeting the Proud of Bucks awards would be publicly awarded. The meeting will 
take place in April and a date and venue will be circulated as soon as confirmed.   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/the-queens-platinum-jubilee/street-party-guidance/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/the-queens-platinum-jubilee/street-party-guidance/
https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/highway-projects/emerald-way/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/housing-and-benefits/support-with-food-bills-and-finances/
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Community Safety Team

CST Team Leader Chris Geen

chris.geen@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Role of Community Safety Service

• Tackle ASB and Community Safety issues utilising LA Powers and utilising 
a problem solving multi-agency & co-production partnership approach. 
Support (CSP) Safer Buckinghamshire Partners. (Join the dots between 
our partner agencies e.g. Police, Education, Health)

• Work Themes:

• Community Engagement (Trust, Confidence, Resilience) 

• Reduce Crime, Safer Streets

• Support Victims of Crime

• Modern Slavery and Exploitation

• Domestic Abuse (Domestic Abuse Bill)

• Safeguard Vulnerable people and intervene early e.g. Young people to 
Crime (Safer Bucks Plan BP Priority 2) and divert people to positive 
activities

• Prevent (Preventing Terrorism) Channel Safeguarding

• Serious Violence and Organised Crime (Preparing LA for new Statutory 
SV Duty)

P
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Your CST Team

• Manager Sarah McBrearty (Strategic Delivery)
• Team Leader Chris Geen (Operational Delivery) 

chris.geen@buckinghamshire.gov.

• Rachel Robinson CSO (Aylesbury)
• Gemma Brooks    CSO (Wycombe)
• Hayley Casey        CSO (C&SB)
• Eve Chason           (P/T C&SB)
• Alys Ord                 SVSO (Bucks)            

• uckinghamshire.gov.uk

kinghamgeen@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Your ASB Team

• Manager Abdul Rahim (Strategic Delivery)

• Chris Oliver Team Leader (Operational Delivery)

• Andy Smith (North)

• Gavin Christie (South)

• CCTV lead Abdul Rahim

P
age 10



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Keeping Communities and Safeguarding 
People in Buckinghamshire

‘’Its all of our Responsibility’’

Any Q’s

Thank You For Listening

P
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Youth Views Survey Results
Aylesbury Youth Action

The Cloudy Foundation

Aylesbury Community Board

P
age 13

M
inute Item

 7



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Background

A partnership project 
developed by Community 
Board Members to help the 
board to understand the 
needs of young people in our 
community- designed by 
young people, for young 
people.

P
age 14



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Engagement

Young people designed the 
survey questions via 
engagement sessions 
delivered by Aylesbury Youth 
Action.

The Cloudy Foundation 
worked with Bucks UTC 
students to develop an app 
as a platform to access the 
survey questions.
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Promotion

Details of the app were 
shared in local schools and 
online and the survey.

Prizes were donated as an 
incentive to complete.

Prize draw winner: Alex 
Lewis

P
age 16



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Results - Summary

Total number of respondents: 
57

6

42

Number of respondents 
living in Aylesbury

No

Yes

23

21

13
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10

15

20

25

Age 11 - 14 (Pre
GCSE)

Age 15 - 18
(GCSE/Sixth

form)

Age 19+ (Post
Sixth form)

Age of respondents

Number of survey questions: 
64
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Demographics

23

1

1

31

1

Gender identity of respondents

Female/Woman

Gender Neutral

Genderfluid

Male/Man

Other

7

3
1 1 1 1
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40

Respondents by ethnicity
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Education and Employment

11

3
2

41

Education/Employment status 
of respondents

Employed

College/University

Other

School

24
26

23 22

32

27

15

25

30
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10

15

20

25

30

35

Skills respondents reported they 
would like to learn

19
22

4

19

0

5

10

15

20

25

Difficulty
concentrating

due to
distractions in

class

It's fine as it is Other Smaller class
sizes needed

How respondents feel their school 
experience could be improved
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Services

26

38

7

40

12

7

27

2
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7
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60

Services used by Young 
People in Aylesbury

Areas of Aylesbury Young People like or 
would like to see improved

“Central Aylesbury as I know that it has a high 
crime rate and lowering it down I think would 

make a lot of people a more comfortable to visit or 
even the people who already live there”

“Parks are fairly poor. And when equipment is replaced 
it’s always with toddler equipment…Thame skate park 
and playground across the road is fantastic. Something 
for all ages. We need both sites replicated here.”

“Bedgrove Park could be improved and many things 
are run down and old, we have lots spare areas 
where could be used in Bedgrove park”

“Watermead is very nice and the area around 
the odeon and waterside theatre is nice too”

“I like the Aqua vale park”

“There’s got to be more made available for the middle 
group that are too young for pubs and clubs but too old for 

parks. Better use of waterside theatre for these youth 
groups. Water park? Indoors crazy golf come youth disco 

and eatery”
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Health and Physical Activity
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Cycling Dance Kick
about in

park

Meeting
friends

Other Sports Walking

Types of movement respondents 
engage in each week

28

18

11

37

18

44

8

17

11

15

21

0 10 20 30 40 50

Attending a festival

Community events/activities

Drawing/painting

Eat/picnic

Kicking a football around

Meet friends

Other

Outdoor table tennis

Reading

Running

Self-powered gym equipment

Activities respondents would like to 
do in green spaces

“We need more things to do for teenagers such 
as more skateparks or pump tracks this would 
mean less anti social behaviour as teens have 
something to do and are not bored”
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Mental Health
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Body Image

Bullying

School/Exams
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Stresses reported by respondents
12

87

13

How conscious young 
people are of their body 

image
A little
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Not too
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Number of respondents who feel 
they have control over their own 

wellbeing

No

Not much of the
time

Other

Sometimes

Yes
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How often respondents feel heard/listened 
to
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Travel

14

36
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Bus Car Other Walking

Types of transport used by 
respondents

Experiences of travel in Aylesbury

“Buses are always late”

“The travel in Aylesbury is genuinely really 
good quality and there aren’t many 

problems that I know of around travel.”

“Like riding my scooter but 
pavements uneven, rough and even 
dangerous.”

“I walk to school and the roads are very 
busy around the Grange & Grammar 

Schools, too many cars dropping off when 
they could walk.”

“Busy roads constantly, too many 
traffic lights, road works everywhere 
all the time”

“Smooth, easy!”

“Cycling via the greenway makes it very 
accessible, I would like it for the greenway 
to extend beyond Waddesdon to Quainton, 
but this may not be possible.”

“Can be busy getting to and from 
town, as well as thin paths to 
walk or bike down.”
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Environment

22

26

9

10

Types of sustainability event young 
people would like to attend

Craft

Food and Nutrition

Other

Vegan

Why is sustainability important to young 
people and what would encourage them 
to recycle?

“It helps the planet. It would encourage me 
to recycle if things actually get recycled.”

“I think it's important for our 
future”

“I know that even a small thing that might 
not make an impact now can make an 
enormous impact later. Having things like 
recycling bins at school encourages me to 
recycle.”

“Perhaps a rewards system for recycling”

“To save the planet and there should be more 
things available for multiple use”

“It helps to prevent more damage to the 
environment”

“More bins”

“Can we have a repair cafe once a month like 
Aston Clinton?”
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Next steps

• Establish a working group to explore responses in 
detail

• Encourage active participation from Young People 
and youth organisations

• Explore and take forward proposals to address 
issues raised 

• Promote survey to encourage further responses?
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